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“Hark, I hear a robin calling!
List, the wind is from the south!
And the orchard-bloom is falling
Sweet as kisses on the mouth.
In the dreamy vale of beeches
Fair and faint is woven mist,
And the river’s orient reaches
Are the palest amethyst.
Every limpid brook is singing
Of the lure of April days;
Every piney glen is ringing
With the maddest roundelays.
Come and let us seek together
Springtime lore of daffodils,
Giving to the golden weather
Greeting on the sun-warm hills.”
- Lucy Maud Montgomery,
Spring Song

Remodeling Instead of Moving?
13 guidelines to Hire the Best Contractors
According to a recent survey, many homeowners are planning to remodel their homes instead of selling. So making the best with what you’ve got, homeowners are back
to tackling home improvement projects this year, but too
many are skipping important steps in the hiring process.
Follow these 13 hiring guidelines to help make sure your
project is problem-free and high-quality.
1.Clearly define your project: Before you begin talking with
contractors, read remodeling magazines, search the Internet
for information on designs and materials. Even rough ideas on
paper give a potential contractor a better sense of what you hope
to accomplish and what is required to make it happen.
2.Management issues: Large projects, especially those that
may involve more than three different specialists (i.e. plumber,
electrician, carpenter, mason) will go better if you have a general
contractor to manage all the various tasks and timelines.
3.Structural issues: Projects that eliminate walls, add rooms or
otherwise impact the structural integrity of your home, should
involve an architect or a structural engineer.
4.Ask around: Ask neighbors and friends about good, local
contractors, but don’t hire based on only one conversation.
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Easter Basket Cupcakes
Ingredients
1 dozen cupcakes
1 bag jelly beans
2 cups white icing
Sweetened coconut, colored with green food coloring
You can substitute edible easter grass instead of coconut
Instructions
1.First, frost the cupcakes with white icing. Bend a pipe cleaner or a piece of red licorice into an arch and push the ends
into the sides of each cupcake.
2.Shake the shredded coconut in a stainless steel bowl.
Sprinkle on food coloring bit by bit, mixing vigorously to
distribute the color
3.Place a pinch of shredded coconut on each iced cupcake.
Now place three jelly beans on the “nest” of coconut.
4.Tie a small ribbon bow on the pipe cleaner or licorice
handle at a jaunty angle.
5.Put one cupcake basket by each place setting at Easter
brunch or give them as gifts.
5.Check references: Get names of previous customers and find out if they were pleased with the work and the timeline of the
project, and if they’d hire the contractor again. Get the names of subcontractors and ask if they work with the contractor often and
does he pay on time. If your prospective contractor balks at providing references, find another one. Check with trade associations to
learn how your contractor stacks up among his or her peers.
6.Get estimates: Get at least 3 written estimates. Documentation is the best ammunition you have if things go wrong.
7.Where can I reach you? Be cautious of contractors who give you a post office box with no street address, or use only an answering
service. Never hire someone who comes unsolicited to your door and can’t provide you proof of qualifications.
8.License for hire: Some states or cities have no licensing requirements for contractors, which can make it difficult for homeowners
to check up on contractors before they hire. Don’t rely on the contractor’s word to know whether his or her license is valid: verify it
through appropriate agencies.
9.Insurance and bonding: Check the status of the contractor’s bonding and liability insurance coverage, too. A good contractor will
come prepared with proof that he or she is covered.
10.Budget and payment options: The typical pre-payment is typically between 10 and 15 percent of the total value of the project.
Even the most carefully planned project can change, especially if hidden problems are found. Never pay for a project with cash;
always use a credit card so you have recourse in case something goes wrong. Before you sign off and make the final payment, check
that the work is complete to your satisfaction.
11.The contract sign: Don’t assume your contract covers all your needs. Know the details of the contract, as well as how any change
orders will be handled. Check that your contract includes a lien waiver, covering payments to all subcontractors who worked on the
project. Never sign a blank contract.
12.Punch list: This is how the contractor will deal with the list of small items remaining to be completed at the end of the job. A
good rule of thumb is to determine the cost of those items, double it, then withhold that amount from the final payment, until the
list is complete.
13.Prepare your family for the stress: This is one of the most overlooked, but critical considerations. How will the project change
your routine, especially if it’s a kitchen or bath? Where will materials be stored? What are the working hours for the crew?

